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Prayer for Universal "Peace Through

^Brotherhood Harry Emerson Fosdick

ETERNAL GOD, Father of all souls: Grant

unto us such clear vision of the sin of war
that we may earnestly seek that cooperation

between nations which alone can make war im-

possible. As man by his inventions has made the

whole world into one neighborhood, grant that he

may by his cooperations make the whole world in-

to one brotherhood.

Help us to break down all race prejudice, stay

the greed of those who profit by war and the ambi-

tions of those who seek an imperialistic conquest

drenched in blood. Guide all statesmen to seek a

just basis for international action in the interest of

peace. Arouse in the whole body of the people an

adventurous willingness, as they sacrificed greatly

for war, so also for international good-will, to

dare bravely, think wisely, decide resolutely and

to achieve triumphantly. Amen.
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ANNOUNCEMENT of a xvorld-wide

Ci/JL religious peace conference
,

in which

men and women from all countries and all

religious faiths will participate because of

their ability
,
knowledge and interest in those

questions which affect human brotherhood and

international accord between the nations
,
and

who believe that religion offers a means of es-

tablishing permanent peace on earth

and goodwill among men.

Preliminary

Announcement

No. 1

THE CHURCH PEACE UNION

70 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK CITY, U. S. A.
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Preamble THE conditions which today face humanity and

threaten the progress of the World demand that

all men of goodwill from every religion associate

themselves in promoting peace among the nations.

Every religiously-minded person is confident of

that invisible, superhuman, spiritual power which
is available for lifting the life of humanity to divine

levels. There is needed now more urgently than

ever before, the help of devout men of faith who are

concerned for the brotherly co-operation of the

world.

Individuals selected from the historic religions in

all nations are being invited to come together for

the purpose of formulating and carrying out con-

structive plans for the banishing of war from the

world. This conference will not be composed of

officially appointed delegates.

Its findings will commit no religious body.

It will be a conference of individuals associated

with and holding the views of different religions.

In the proposed meeting no one will be encour-

aged to boast of the past or of any superiority except

in his ability to serve humanity and to rid the earth

of the age-long curse of war. There will be no

attempt to compare religions nor to judge nor ad-

BUDDHISM
Language:

Pali

Let one cultivate

good will towards all

the world,—a mind
illimitable,

unobstructed, without

hatred, without

enmity. This mode

of living is the

supreme good.

Sutta-Nipata
150-151
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just according to any scale the religious faith of an

individual or people. It will not be the purpose

of this Conference to attempt to establish a formal

league of religions as such, nor will it interest it-

self in the internal activities of the various faiths.

Neither will there be discussed questions relating

to doctrine, formulas and forms of faith, nor will

any effort be made to expose or to espouse any

political or social system nor give force to any criti-

cism of such national and community arrangements

as are now recognized and held sacred in the various

parts of the world. The sole purpose of the Conference

will he to consider hoiv the forces of religion in all nations

can be mobilised in a concerted action against war and

that spirit and those things that make for war.

Surely men and women of all religions can now
share with one another this high concern and it is

of the utmost importance that, in humility of spirit

and with high hopes, the leaders should come to-

gether and in a brotherly spirit contribute all that

is possible from their respective communities to

this lofty aim of peace on earth, goodwill toward

men.

Preamble

(Continued)
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CHRISTIANITY
Language

:

Greek
Blessed are the

peace-makers, for

they shall be called

children of God.

MATTHE'S-
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Background

and
History

BACKGROUND AND HISTORY.—The Church
Peace Union was founded in 1914 by Mr. Andrew
Carnegie. A Board of zy Trustees was appointed
representative of the principal religious faiths of

America. The idea in the mind of the founder was
that the combined religious life of America should

be brought to bear upon this important question

of securing permanent peace on earth. No limit

was to be placed upon the scope of the program
nor the breadth of its appeal. It has always

been the cherished ambition of those charged with
the responsibility for administering the affairs of

The Church Peace Union that its work should ex-

pand until it would embrace the total religious life

of humanity. In 192.4 the question of holding a

Universal Religious Peace Conference was discussed

in the Annual Meeting of the Board of Trustees and

at that time a Committee to deal with the matter

was appointed. The General Secretary, acting for

this Committee, has conferred with leaders of vari-

ous faiths in many nations and now the Committee
is of the opinion that the time has come to make
formal announcement and send out a call for a meet-

ing composed of a few representatives selected from

the various religions throughout the world, to de-

vise plans and create the simple machinery necessary

for holding such a Conference.

CONFUCIANISM
Language:
Chinese

Within the four seas

all are brothers.

Analects
12. 1.4
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PURPOSE OF THE CONFERENCE.—To bring to-

gether adherents of the world’s living religions to

discuss questions relating to international justice

and goodwill. To make known the content of each

religion relating to these questions. To compare

the ideals of human brotherhood and world peace

as inculcated by the various religions and, if pos-

sible, secure agreement on the following:

a. The emphasis on human brotherhood as essential to all

religions.

b. World peace can be established only through the recogni-

tion of Universal Brotherhood.

c. The religions of the world can co-operate by each working

in its own sphere for the attainment of these ideals.

d. Adoption of general plans looking toward this end.

Purpose

of the

Conference

~TW 9T& cffe-
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HINDUISM
Language:
Sanskrit

To you I declare this

holy mystery: There
is nothing nobler

than humanity.

Mahabharata
12.300.20
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Preliminary

Meetings

PRELIMINARY MEETINGS—It is proposed to

hold a Preliminary Conference on Plans and Arrange-

ments sometime during the summer of 1918 to per-

fect the plans for the Conference and create such

organization and elect such officers as may be neces-

sary to carry on the work. It is to be noted that

the creation of a new organization is not contem-

plated. The Church Peace Union assumes respon-

sibility for all arrangements and only such new ma-

chinery will be created as is needed to carry out the

purposes of the Conference and make it effective.

1. The Church Peace Union, through its Executive will con-

tinue to enlist the support of all who believe in the value

of such a conference, and win others to its objectives.

2.. Small group conferences will be held in the various coun-

tries throughout the world to which will be invited repre-

sentative men and women, adherents to the religions of

these lands.

3 . Other religious and ethical agencies and educational groups

will be encouraged to hold conferences of a similar char-

acter wherever possible.

4. All of these efforts, while ultimately directed to the plans

for the great world conference in 1930, will immediately
make clear the need for, and focus attention upon, the

holding of the “Preliminary Conference on Plans and Ar-

rangements.”

The Committee proposes to select fifty individuals

from the eleven living religions and invite them to

ISLAM
Language:

Arabic
To God belong the

East and the

West. Therefore

whithersoever ye

turn, is the face of

God. Verily, God
is all-pervading,

all-knowing.

Koran
2.109
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join the members of the Committee and the officers

of The Church Peace Union, together with ten

additional representative men and women chosen

at large throughout the world. The total number

of delegates invited to this preliminary conference

will thus be seventy-five. At this meeting it is

proposed to discuss and find agreement if possible

upon the following questions:

i. Shall the Conference be made up of i,ooo members selected

according to an agreed proportion and shall these selections

be made as soon as possible and the members of this Com-
mittee of 1,000 be recognized, prior to the meeting of the

Conference, as ‘‘The World Committee of a Thousand?”

z. When the Conference assembles shall the members of the

World Committee of a Thousand be recognized as the

official members of the Conference, each entitled to a vote?

3. Shall arrangements be made for the seating of additional

delegates in the Conference entitled to the privilege of the

floor and a voice in the Conference, their admission being

conditioned upon their registration and payment of a small

fee?

4. Shall it be agreed that no votes be taken in the Conference?

5. Shall the Conference, when permanently organized, have
a President, eleven Vice-Presidents, one each from the

eleven religions represented, a General Secretary and such
Committees as conduct of the business may require?

6. Shall the Conference be held sometime during the spring or

summer of 1930?

Preliminary

Meetings
(1Continued

)

Continued

on page 8
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JAINISM
Language:

Prakrit
Establish the religion

of the lau/ which
benefits all living

beings in the whole
universe! It will

bring supreme benefit

to all living beings

in all the world!

Kalpa Sutra
hi
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Preliminary

Meetings
(Continued )

7. Shall the Conference be held in Geneva, Brussels, Berlin,

Constantinople, Vienna, Cairo or Washington?

8. Shall some such proposal as to program be adopted?

a. The Conference shall continue for sixteen days.

b. Arrangement of program by days:

First Day: Committee arrange for appointment of Chairman
pro tern. General registration and preliminary opening
ceremonies.

Second Day: Key-note addresses, one each by an outstanding

representative of the East and the West; one from the Near
East and one from Central Europe. Appointment of Com-
mittee and other details of organization.

Third to Fourteenth Day: Each day devoted to an exposition, by
a leader or leaders of one of the great religions, of this topic:

“What can my Religion Contribute to International Justice

and Goodwill?” The method of presentation and arrange-

ments for discussion periods and group meetings will be worked

out by the Executive Committee itself.

Fourteenth and Fifteenth Days: Report of Committee and general

discussion. Actions to be taken, if any, Resolutions, etc.

Sixteenth Day: Appropriate closing ceremonies and addresses.

JUDAISM
Language:
Hebrew

And they shall beat

their swords into

plowshares and their

spears into pruning

hooks ; nation shall

not lift up sword
against nation,

neither shall they

learn war any more.

Isaiah

2.4
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ORGANIZATION.—The Church Peace Union

through its own Committee will serve to bring to-

gether the meeting that is to be held in the summer

of 192.8, at which time the General Executive Com-
mittee will be organized and The Church Peace

Union, as such, will assume only such responsibility

as may be agreed upon by the members who come
together in this preliminary meeting.

Organisation

FINANCES.—Arrangements will be made through

The Church Peace Union for financing the Com-
mittee of seventy-five, its work and its first meet-

ing. This Committee will when it meets deter-

mine all further plans and undertakings.

Finances
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SHINTO
Language:

Japanese
"I will halt here

today ; and, having

purified myself, will

go forth tomorrow;
and worship at the

temple of the Diety.”

Kojiki
133
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Appeal

for

Co-operation

AN APPEAL FOR CO-OPERATION.—This Com-
mittee fully recognizes the enormous task to which
it has set itself. Never before in the history of the

world has any such attempt been made to mobilize
the religious life and impulse of all nations and
peoples in a concerted action for goodwill, universal

human brotherhood and the abolition of war. Gov-
ernmental, scientific, educational and business agen-

cies are at work bringing together men from all

nations for this great purpose, but all of these lack

that fundamental and compelling power which
religion alone can furnish. There is no serious

group of men and women anywhere, no matter in

what worthy work they are interested and engaged,

but knows the value of a great spiritual motive as

the deciding factor between success and failure.

Religion holds a recognized place in government, in

science, in education, in business. It still remains

for the forces of the world’s religions to unite

against the forces that make for war. Let its or-

ganized spirit once be put behind those agencies

which are at work for peace and goodwill among all

men, and the day will soon dawn upon a warless

world.
The Church Peace Union, therefore, invites men

and women of all faiths to co-operate with them in

the enterprise, not for the sake of a Conference it-

self, or an organization, but under the compulsion

of the ideals dwelling in the heart of all religions.

TAOISM
Language

:

Chinese
Weapons, even

though successful,

are unblessed

implements, detest-

able to every creature.

Therefore, he who has

the Eternal, will not

employ them.

Tao-Teh-Kinc
31.1
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PUBLICATIONS.—Leaflets and pamphlets will be

prepared from time to time relating to the Confer-

ence and its work, touching the following subjects:

Publications

History and Purpose of the Conference.

Organization, with names of World Conference, Executive

Committee and Officers.

Series of pamphlets relating to international justice and
goodwill written from the standpoint of each one of

the religions.

A book of devotions drawn from the sacred writings of

each of the great religions.

Miscellaneous documents and pamphlets.

The purpose of this printing will be to advertise

the Conference and to lay before the world its pur-

poses and the ideas it hopes to promulgate. Noth-
ing will be published and circulated officially except

upon the recommendation of the Committee on
Publication, which will act under the direct author-

ity of the Executive Committee.

LANGUAGES.—The official languages of the Con-
ference shall be English, French and German. An
attempt will be made, however, to have all the

documents translated into the official language of

each of the religions. Speeches and addresses at

the Conference can be made in any tongue. Provi-

sion, however, will be made to have them trans-

lated only into the three official languages.

Languages
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SIKHISM
Churches, teachers,

teachings half a

dozen! The Teacher

of teachers is One;
His forms, many.
The sun is one; the

seasons many.
Innumerable are the

manifestations of

the Creator.

Am Granth
Sohila 2.1-2
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The

CHURCH PEACE UNION
FOUNDED BY ANDREW CARNEGIE

OFFICERS
Rev. William P. Merrill, D.D., President

*Bishop Luther B. Wilson, D.D., LL.D., Chairman Executive Committee

George A. Plimpton, LL.D., Treasurer

Dr. Henry A. Atkinson, General Secretary

Rev. Frederick Lynch, D.D., Educational Secretary

Mr. Linley V. Gordon, Extension Secretary

Miss G. S. Barker, Assistant Secretary*****
PRELIMINARY CONFERENCE COMMITTEE

Dean Shailer Mathews, D.D., LL.D., Chairman

Dr. Henry A. Atkinson 1 T . . c
T ,, r r oint Secretaries

Mr. Linley V. Gordon
j

j

Mr. George A. Plimpton, Treasurer

TRUSTEES
Rev. Peter Ainslie, D.D., LL.D. Henry Goddard Lbach, Ph.D.

Dr. Henry A. Atkinson Rev. Frederick Lynch, D.D.

Rt. Rev. Charles H. Brent, D.D., LL.D. Rev. Charlbs S. Macparland, D.D.

Rev. Arthur Judson Brown, D.D., LL.D. Hon. Marcus M. Marks, LL.D.

Bishop James Cannon, Jr., D.D. Dban Shailbr Mathbws, D.D., LL.D.

Pres. W. H. P. Fauncb, D.D., LL.D. Rev. William Pierson Msrrill, D.D.

Rev. Frank 0. Hall, D.D. Hon. Henry Morgenthau, LL.D.

Pres. Hamilton Holt, LL.D. John R. Mott, LL.D.

Prof. William I. Hull, Ph.D. George A. Plimpton, LL.D.

Rev. Charles E. Jefferson, D.D., LL.D. Rev. John A. Ryan, D.D.

James R. Joy, LL.D. Robert E. Speer, LL.D.

Pres. Henry Churchill King, D.D., LL.D. Hon. William Howard Taft, LL.D.

Rev. Miles H. Krumbine, D.D. James J. Walsh, M.D.
‘Bishop Luthbr B. Wilson, D.D., LL.D.

Publications Nos. i, i and $ may be obtained at the offices of

The Church Peace Union, yo Fifth Avenue, NetvYork City, U. S. A.

‘Deceased.

ZOROASTRIANISM
Language:

Avestan

May we ourselves be

they who help to

make this world

progress!

Yasna
30.9
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